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all Ai ateluias Americans that you raised this nation up at a timeerrihle tragedy. If we have problems in this country they are roblemfilovement, not of sta n t* . it is your leadership that has cat riedThe Vice Pr esident in hi, acceptance sneech at rThicago said that youthan i' , ny oth. r Pre sident	 w.14-, just stating the fact*.
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''We at this table perhaps kri(J:	 that
taken gigantic and historic steps at
have helped men turn aside Zr[. ern hos
tion and contacts for finding peace.
be no peace in the world
goes unchecked.

"With those thoughts, Mr. Pr:: idt ,m., all of us offer you our warrnest
best wishes on your 60th birthday. We offer them with great respect
to Lyndon Johnson the President and with great affection to Lyndon
Johnson the man.

The Cabinet then presented the -1 rs. idtnt with a silver pen set and desk
blotter, inscribed with the nanies of 'be Cabinet members and _ record
of the landmark laws p ssed in the Johnson administration. The Presi-
dent responded briefly, warmly,	 r.in his appreciation for the
gift and his personal e:',teem for every	 Tdier of this devoted Cabinet."
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"We see no sense in givin up our	 for peace. There could be

important developments ahea p ro s pects for a North Vietnamese

military victory are slight and they n:ust know it."

Turning to the situation in Eastern Europe, tl

the gravity of the existing situation.

"The gravity is apparent 
because the Soviet leadership decided to take a

step despite great and obvious cost to themselves, The cost includes

the enduring enmity of the Czechs, dama y e to many bilateral relationships,

our own among them... the cost of creatin g major divisions within the

Communist Bloc nd within the world... lh e cost of restlessness among

the peoples of tho s e countrie s that joined in this action — for example,

the people of East Germany.



cOPY

the fact that they made this decisIon despite thC4 costs indictesthat the Soviets are either changing their baste attittdes, Ot anervous and tearful and t h r refore dangerous.

"We were posted on their tro p an I movements.	 But they were 11/tble
to make their move ' U cicnt1y.They may have been surprised by the
strength of the Czech	 tion and world outrage. They have been
unable to set up a puppet government in Czeehoslovakia.

"It was possible that thk' ,-;oviets ,,ould have 	 oei e tsewhe
Friday evening, the President had nlanv on Wei indicatio

The re were fears ,.\nd rumors about
Roumania circulating in many Eastern .1nd Central European capitals.
On Friday evening also, Do'.,rynin asked to see me on Saturday
morning, while the President was in Texas, The Prei.dent decided

and I think rUhtly-- to issue a	 g state lent about the dangers

unleashing the 'dogs of war.

"The President also instructed me to see Dobrynin that ni;ht. not

Saturday morning. I did so. I told the AnJ,)ascior that any new

move could have the most serious con,,equenc,--
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They have shaken people out of their

"Our bilateral r elations have been.. must be careful now
and calculate the new realities, wit'hontreturn to Cold War hostili
We cannot be happy with the ezechosion situation, but there are
other large questions, and they will renaint nuclear treaties, the
arms race, Vietnam, the Middle East. We have got to .firld 0, middle
ground where no doors will be closed to peace -- without giving Moscow
any impression that they can move with impunity.

"We. have special problems in the Senate now with the Non-Proliferation
Treaty. This should not he a problero because this is a multilateral
treaty affecting the security of many nations, not just the US-USSR. But
the Czechoslovakian situation does affect our hopes and plans now. It
would be terrible if the Treaty were pulled apart or defeated in the
Congress now We need to proceed with great care."

Secret r y Rusk continued wi&s ome cotuments on the afra problem.
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